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25 YEARS AND GROWING!

    WINTER 2009

KEEPIN’ IT GREEN at Community Prep

Thanks to Amazon.com — a new Community Prep sponsor!
Visit 

www.communityprep.org
and watch your email for more information!

“The environment is important because we all 
need to live in the world and take good care of it,” 
explains a Community Prep 6th grader, who recently made a 
flyer describing the school’s new ‘No-Idling in the Parking 
Lot’ policy.  Across grades and curricula, from the lunchroom 
to the parking lot, Community Prep is working to raise 
environmental awareness and operate more sustainably.

A generous grant from 
the Morning Glory 
Family Foundation 
has funded part-
time sustainability 
coordinator Bart van 
Belle, Community 
Prep’s  IT   coordin-
ator and computer 
teacher.  Bart helps 
teachers integrate 

sustainability into the curriculum and coordinates with 
contractors on a variety of energy-saving initiatives at the 
school.  “There are many ways that we can improve our carbon 
footprint and save the school money at the same time,” he 
says. “We’ll be installing new lighting, improving insulation, 
and looking at ways to maximize the efficiency of our heating/
cooling systems.”

The new school year kicked off with a recycling program for 
cans and bottles to go with the existing student-run paper 
recycling program.  Increased recycling and reusable cutlery 
and trays in the lunchroom will save nearly $3,000 per year 
in waste fees.

The Morning Glory grant also provides funds to teach 
sustainability.  Students go on field trips to farms and 

environmental education centers.  They are working with a 
model solar home, calculating their carbon footprints, and 
will compare electricity consumption before and after the 
new light fixtures are installed.  The after-school program 
is focusing on local food with cooking lessons and trips to 
Southside Community Land Trust’s City Farm, just blocks 
from the school.

Morning Glory is taking a major role in advocating for 
sustainability in schools. “We  believe that our generation 
has an obligation to immediately begin remedying the 
environmental problems we have 
created, and to give today’s students 
greater opportunities to become 
better stewards of our planet than 
we were,” says the foundation’s 
Jill Langley.  In order to increase 
awareness and participation, 
Morning Glory has pledged a 1:1 match on funds Community 
Prep raises for 
sustainability efforts, 
up to $10,000.  

“Hopefully,” explains 
Bart, “what we do 
here at school will 
filter back through the 
kids to their families. 
Our students learn 
to be leaders in their 
communities, and 
that also means ensuring a healthy, clean environment.  We’re 
delighted that we now have the means to put these programs in 
place.  If we can raise the funds for the matching grant, there is 
even more we can do.”

“There are many 
ways that we 

can improve our 
carbon footprint 

and save money at 
the same time.”
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Another Winning Season!
Community Prep’s Boys’ Soccer team finished the season 12-0 for the second 
consecutive year.   In the championship tournament, they defeated Friends Academy 
and Gordon School to advance to the finals, where they beat Barrington Christian 
Academy (also an undefeated team) to win the championship.  Congratulations to 
the hard-working team and coaches!

Lift Every Voice
On September 21, Community 
Prep’s Chorus performed at the 
United Nations’ International Day 
of Peace celebration at Kennedy 
Plaza.  Their performance was 
broadcast on local cable channels 
and made the evening news.

Many thanks to Jan 

Malcolm and  the kind 

volunteers from Beyond 

Our Walls.  They brought 

Rhode Island’s Great Day 

of Service to Community 

Prep by spending their 

Columbus Day repainting 

the lines in our parking lot.   

The lot looks great (and 

parking is easier too).

Many thanks...
to Kathy Bartels and everyone 
at Lerner, Ladds & Bartels, 
Inc. for their countless hours 
of pro-bono work.  They have 
been there at every turn to 
help the school.

Kathryn Robinson is serving her first term on the Board of Community Prep – but she is not 
new to the field of innovative education. Summerbridge in Manchester, NH was her focus for 
eight years, and she enjoyed it immensely. Private/public educational models are what interest 
her, and she feels Community Prep embodies that mission.

“Walking into Community Prep and seeing the students excited to learn is why I became 
involved,” says Kathryn. “You can tell that CP students love their school and their community.” 

Kathryn and her husband Ken, both Brown alumni, returned 
to Providence four years ago, with the intent of becoming 
involved in the community. Kathryn is active with Adoption 
Rhode Island, Summerbridge and the Leadership Institute at 
Brown.  Another big reason why they are in Rhode Island is Kathryn’s 107 year-old 

grandmother – the oldest person in the state of RI! “I am so lucky to be able spend time with her, she is an amazing 
woman,” she says.

Kathryn and Ken are also co-hosts of our Holiday Reception at the home of Fla Lewis on December 4.  Please call 
Dana DiMarco at 401-521-9697, ext. 3 if you’d like to join us.  Hope to see you there! 

“You can tell that 
CP students love 
their school and 

their community.” 
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Washington Policy Maker with Her Heart in Rhode Island

Jenny Jourdain ’99 was home from her new job in Washington, D.C. on Election Day.  She had come home to vote.  
“My family and I have a tradition of going to the polls together.  I love voting in my precinct and connecting with my 
neighbors.  I live in D.C., but I am very tied to what is happening here in Rhode Island.”

Jenny works at the National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health, 
which advocates for reproductive health and justice for Latinas, their 
families and their communities.  As Associate Director for Policy, 
Jenny manages the organization’s D.C. office as well as national policy 
initiatives and local grass-roots coalitions. Jenny is a fellow of the Public 
Policy and International Affairs Fellowship program and completed 
internships in the Washington, D.C. office of Congressman Charles B. 

Rangel, as well as the JFK School of 
Government’s Women and Public 
Policy Program.

A graduate of Providence Country Day School and Wellesley College, Jenny says, “I 
credit CP for what I’ve accomplished.  With all the amazing institutions I’ve attended, 
there is still nothing like the foundation I got at Community Prep.  I am in close touch 

with many CP friends – we are ‘on each other’s boards.’  We were all learning from each other at Community Prep – 
teachers and students.  We were all involved in each other’s lives.  I continue to feel that CP is a place I can call home.”  

Jenny is delighted to live in Washington, a long-held dream, but fully intends to come back to Rhode Island someday 
to bring Washington experience to Rhode Island issues. “I want to have an impact in my own community.”  

“I credit CP for what I’ve 
accomplished.  With all the 

amazing institutions I’ve 
attended, there is still nothing 

like the foundation I got at 
Community Prep. ”

Visit www.communityprep.org!

Learn about our new

 no-extra-cost-to-you 

sponsorship program!

Jenny (center) with siblings, Manuel CP ‘ 07 and Stephanie CP ‘02.


